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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 PORT AU PRINCE 3173 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, HA 

SUBJECT: HAITIANS AT GUANTANAMO: PROPOSED PRESS GUIDANCE 

REF: P 24203 1Z AUG 77 COMNAVBASE GUANTANAMO 

1 . EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT ANY PRESS GUIDANCE ON 101 HAITIANS 
AT GUANTANAMO SHOULD EMPHASIZE ROUTINE PROCESSING OF UNDOCU- 
MENTED ALIENS ARRIVING ON U.S. CONTROLLED TERRITORY. THEIR 
PRESENCE AT GUANTANAMO SHOULD BE PUT IN CONTEXT OF LONG- 
STANDING ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION BY HAITIANS OF WHOM OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY SEEK BETTER ECONOMIC PROSPECTS. SINCE NONE OF THE 
HAITIANS REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM WHEN THEY ARRIVED IN 
GUANTANAMO WE BELIEVE MATTER SHOULD BE DEALT WITH IN TERMS 
OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO PEOPLE IN DISTRESS AND APPLI- 
CATION OF PERTINENT IMMIGRATION LAWS. THEREFORE WE RECOMMEND 
PRESS GUIDANCE REFTEL BE REVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

A. QUESTION WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? WHO DO YOU 

REPRESENT? WHAT OFFICE ARE YOU FROM? 
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ANSWER WE ARE A TEAM FROM THE IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE AND THE DEPT OF 
STATE. WE ARE HERE TO CONDUCT ROUTINE 
INTERVIEWS OF A GROUP OF 101 HAITIANS 
RESCUED BY THE NAVAL FORCES AT GUANTANAMO. 

B. Q. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 
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A. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 

C. Q. IS THIS CASE RELATED TO THE TWO HAITIAN BOATS 

THAT RECENTLY LANDED IN MIAMI? 

A. ONLY IN THAT BOTH GROUPS ARE APPARENTLY PART 

OF LONG-STANDING PATTERN OF ATTEMPTED 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION BY PEOPLE FROM THE POORER 
PARTS OF HAITI SEEKING BETER ECONOMIC PROS- 
PECTS ELSEWHERE. 

D. Q. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 

A. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 

E. Q. ARE THE HAITIANS GOING TO BE ALLOWED TO STAY 

HERE? 

A. THEY CANNOT REMAIN INDEFINITELY IN GUANTANAMO. 

THEY WERE ADMITTED BECAUSE THEIR BOAT WAS 
BADLY LEAKING. INSPECTION OF THE BOAT REVEALS 
THAT IN ITS PRESENT CONDITION IT IS UNSEA- 
WORTHY. SINCE THEY CANNOT LEAVE ON THEIR 
BOAT, WE ARE NOW ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE 
WHEN THEY WILL DEPART GUANTANAMO. 

F. NEW QUESTION WHERE WILL THEY GO WHEN THEY LEAVE 

GUANTANAMO? 

A. THAT WILL DEPEND UPON THE REVIEW OF THE 
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INFORMATION OBTAINED IN THE INTERVIEWS. 

(IF PRESSED) WE EXPECT THAT MOST. IF NOT 
ALL, WILL RETURN TO HAITI. 

G. Q. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 

A. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 

H. IN ANSWER TO REFTEL QUESTION, WE SUGGEST 
THAT EXCUSE OF "CONTAGIOUS MEDICAL PROBLEMS" 

BE PE-EMPHASIZED. 

I. NEW QUESTION HAVE ANY OF THE HAITIANS REQUESTED POLITICAL 

ASYLUM IN THE U.S.? 

A. NONE OF THE HAITIANS REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM 
UPON ARRIVAL. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

QUESTION: HAVE ANY OF THE HAITIANS ASKED FOR POLITICAL 
ASYLUM IN THE U.S. SINCE THEY ARRIVED? 

A. IT IS THE GENERAL POLICY TO MAITIAIN THE 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM BY 
ALIENS FROM ANY COUNTRY. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


J. DELETE-SUBSUMED IN QUESTION A. 

K. NO CHANGE FROM REFTEL. 
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L. Q. WITH THE EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS BY THE 
ADMINISTRATION, DO YOU CONTEMPLATE 
SENDING INDIVIDUALS BACK TO A COUNTRY 
SUCH AS HAITI WHICH HAS BEEN KNOWN AS 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATOR? ISN’T THIS 
INCONSISTENT WITH THE HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY? 

A. THE MERE FACT THAT AN INDIVIDUAL IS FROM A 

COUNTRY THAT HAS BEEN KNOWN TO HAVE A "HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROBLEM” DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN 
THAT A SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL FROM THAT 
COUNTRY HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF "POLITICAL" 
HARASSMENT. 

WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN ASSURANCES BY THE HAITIAN 
GOVERNMENT (WE HAVE DELETED SPECIFIC REFERENCE 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER SINCE HE WAS SPEAKING ON 
BEHALF OF PRESIDENT AND ENTIRE GOH) THAT 
INDIVIDUALS, SUCH AS THESE, CAN SAFELY RETURN 
TO HAITI AND WILL NOT BE PUNISHED FOR THEIR 
ILLEGAL DEPARTURE FROM THAT COUNTRY. 
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M. Q. WHEN DID YOU GET THE ASSURANCES FROM THE 

HAITIAN GOVERNMENT THAT HAITIAN NATIONALS WHO 
ILLEGALLY DEPARTED HAITI WOULD NOT FACE ANY 
RETRIBUTIONS UPON THEIR RETURN? 

A. ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS, OVER THE PAST FEW 
YEARS, WHICH INCIDENTALLY WAS PUBLICLY 
RELEASED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD OF 
APRIL 19, 1977, THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
BOTH FORMALLY AND INFORMALLY ASSURED US THAT 
HAITIAN NATIONALS WOULD NOT BE PERSECUTED 
FOR THEIR ILLEGAL DEPARTURE FROM THAT 
COUNTRY. THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT IS AWARE OF 
THIS GROUP'S PRESENCE ON GUANTANAMO AND HAS 
GIVEN SPECIFIC ASSURANCES THAT NO ACTION 
WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST THESE INDIVIDUALS FOR 
THEIR ILLEGAL DEPARTURE AND THAT UPON THEIR 
RETURN TO HAITI THEY WILL BE ASSISTED BY 
BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE HAITIAN RED CROSS 
ON RETURNING TO THEIR HOMES SHOULD THEY WISH 
TO DO SO. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING COMPOSITION OF PRESS PARTY EXPECTED 

AT GUANTANAMO AUGUST 29 AND ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED. WE MAY 

BE ABLE TO OFFER FURTHER GUIDANCE IF ANY INDIVIDUALS HAVE HAD 

HAITIAN EXPERIENCE. 

MEADE 
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